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Z0057 HOSPITAL AGREEMENTS
CFR(s): 486.322(a)

An OPO must have a written agreement with 95 percent of the Medicare and 
Medicaid participating hospitals and critical access hospitals in its service area that 
have both a ventilator and an operating room and have not been granted a waiver by 
CMS to work with another OPO. The agreement must describe the responsibilities of 
both the OPO and hospital or critical access hospital in regard to donation after 
cardiac death (if the OPO has a protocol for donation after cardiac death) and the 
requirements for hospitals at  482.45 or 485.643. The agreement must specify the 
meaning of the terms "timely referral" and "imminent death."

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:

Based on record review and interview, the OPO did not ensure that the written 
hospital agreement described the responsibilities of both the OPO and the hospital 
regarding DCD (donation after circulatory death). 

Finding includes:

In one of 10 hospital agreements reviewed, the OPO did not ensure that the written 
agreement defined the hospital staff's roles and responsibilities, the OPO's role and 
responsibilities; as well as the collaboration between the OPO and hospital staff 
during donation after circulatory death (DCD). Review of policy and procedures 
revealed that the OPO had a protocol in place for DCD. 

During an interview on 5/22/14, an OPO staff member stated that the agreement 
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reviewed was the same for 17 other hospitals in a multi-hospital system. 


