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K0342 Fire Alarm System - Initiation
CFR(s): NFPA 101

Fire Alarm - Initiation Initiation of the fire alarm system is by manual means and by 
any required sprinkler system alarm, detection device, or detection system. Manual 
alarm boxes are provided in the path of egress near each required exit and 200 feet 
travel distance is not exceeded. 20.3.4.2, 21.3.4.2, 9.6.2

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observation and interview the facility failed to ensure that a manual fire 
alarm box was accessible, unobstructed and visible. Failure to do so could result in a 
delay to alert occupants of the building and fire fighters that a fire has started. This 
could affect employees and patients in the operating room and in the adjacent 
recovery room who could be under the effects of general anesthesia.

Findings include:

On January 31, 2019 during a walk-through of the operating room area with the CMS 
Health Surveyor and the facility's Operating Room Technician a manual fire alarm 
box was observed to be blocked by a wheeled cart upon which medical devices rested, 
a one foot high stool and a shelf assembly approximately six feet tall and four feet 
wide upon which medical equipment were stored. Both the CMS Health Surveyor and 
the Operating Room Technician observed that the manual fire alarm box was blocked 
as described.
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